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42. The computet readable medium described in Claim 38 further comprising: 
indicating with said link a title of an audio clip and/or a video clip included in encoded 
media data and available on atyeast one of the media servers. 




a 



43, (Amended) The fomputer ifeadable medium described in Claim 38 further 



comprising transmitting an address related 
receives the encoded media data tq the sell 



to a location of a media receiving system that 
rtedjarfedia server. 



44. (Amended) The computer readable medium as described in Claim 38 further 
comprising indicating the location related to where media data is stored on one of the media 
servers in response to a signal from arainput device. 

45. The computer readable medium described in Claim 38 further comprising 
regulating the encoded media data being\eceived from the selected media server using 
TCP/IP protocol. 



46, (New) The media recewer as recited in claim 1 wherein the media data is 
encoded using compression. 




47. (New) The client device asVecitej 
driver operative to play the data file while ti\e di 
server. 




er comprising an audio 
received from the at least one 



48. (New) The method as recited hmaim 38 wherein the encoded media data is 
encoded using audio and/or video compression. 



REMARKS 

In response to the Office Action, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to 
reconsider the above-captioned application in view of the foregoing amendments and the 
following comments. 
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The specific changes to the amended claims are shown on a separate set of pages 
hereto and entitled VF.RSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANG ES MADE, 
which follows the signature page of this Amendment. On this set of pages the insertions 
are underlined while the deletions are stricken through. 

Applicant has submitted a supplemental Information disclosure form, and review 
of the reference on the form is hereby requested. 

Applicant has endeavored to address all of the Examiner's concerns as expressed 
in the outstanding Office Action and in the telephone interviews on 1 1/19/02 and 12/6/02. 
Any claim amendments are not made for patentability purposes, and the claims would 
satisfy the statutory requirements for patentability without the entry of such amendments. 
In addition, such amendments do not narrow the scope of the claims. Rather, these 
amendments have only been made to increase claim readability, to improve grammar, and 
to reduce the time and effort required of those in the art to clearly understand the scope of 
the claim language. In light of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the outstanding rejections is specifically requested. If the Examiner has 
any questions that may be answered by telephone, he is invited to call the undersigned 
directly. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 12/6/2002 




Steven Stewart 

Director of Patents & Sr. IP Counsel 
RealNetworks, Inc. 
Registration No. 33,555 
(206) 892-6467 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

The changes made to the claim in the current amendment are shown below. 
Insertions appear as underlined text, for example, insertions , while deletions appear as 
strikethrough text, for example, d e l e tieas . 

Please cancel Claims 9 - 10, and 23 - 28 without disclaimer or prejudice. 

Please amend Claims 1, 16 - 19, 29 - 33 aod 35 - 44 as follows: 

1. (Twice Amended) A media receiver comprising: 

a media data buffer for receiving encoded media data; 
a processor for decoding said encoded media data; and 
a computer-readable storage which contains server selection information for 
selecting a link related to a location in a memory device where encoded media data 
is stored on one of a plurality of media servers, said processor operative to select one 
of said media servers in which to establish a data communication connection based 
upon said server selection information and establish a data communication 
connection with said selected media serve r via a communications network , said 
media dara buffer operative to receive media data from said location in the memory 
device, on said selected media server, and said processor operative to decode said 
received encoded media dat a during receipt thereof . 

4. (Amended) The media receiver described in Claim 1 wherein said server 
selection information includes data relating to the qualk -v a compression of themedia 
data from e ach of said the media servers. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 6. (Twice Amended) A method of dynamically allocating a servervteaetveF 
client device p air, said method comprising the steps of: 

storing in a server media data at different compression rates; 
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transferring the media data at a fir$t compression rate over a communications 
link between q roceiv e Ftbe server and ono of a plurality of the se^vafsclient device; 

pnwiding receiving information date from the client device indicating a 
qaafe Mo change the compression rate o fthe media data transferred over the 
communication links; and 

selecuftg -transferring the media data with a second compression rate from 
eHfr^-say-the servers to communicate with said *=fl eoiver the client device b ased 
upon determining a communication link pa ss ing media data r with a high esfrqua&ym 
response to receiving said information . 

17. (Twice Amended) The method as described in Claim 16, wherein said server 
communicates audio data and said rec e iver client device c omprises a standard PC. 

1 8. (Twice Amended) A media communication system comprising: 

a proximate server capable of commimicating with a media server and 
with a fte client device via a communications network; said media server including a 
computer-readable storage containing a set of media data; and 

said proximate server operative to receive a data packet including a 
request message transmitted from said P€ -client device to said proximate son^m i^g 
communications network , said request message indicating a request for data included in 
said set of media data, said proximate server operati ve to respond^ to said request 
message to issue a request to said media server for data in said set of media data, said 
proximate server operative to receiving r eceive a portion of said data in said set of media 
data; and nniri proximate server transmittin^ transmit said portion of said data to said 
Pe client device . 

19. (Amended) The media communication system as described in Claim 18, wherein 
said proximate server sends said portion of said data to said PG- clienc device b efore said 
proximate server receives all of said data in said set of media data. 

23. (Cancelled) 
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24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Amended) A system- client device for requesting and receiving a data file from at 
least one server via ever a computer network, the systeftfr-client devic comprising: 

fesHtf Kl second servers connected to a c^nputer natwot fe? 

a subscriber Pc receiver connected to said computer networked operative 
to receive the data file having a compression scheme; 

server selection apparatus module for selecting one of said firat or second 
servers, said server selection apparatus comprising: 

quality «t**a-» to.tnf1 tn a quality o f monitoring modu l e operative to monitor 
the error rate or bandwidth of the communication links between said subscriber Pc cHent 
device and nf finid firnt and aooond the at least one serverst^and 

selection i nGtntotioQG module operative for selecting a s e rver based on -said 
quality data to transmit an indication to the at least one server to change the com pression 
of the data file as a result of monitoring the errors or bandwidth of the communication 
link : and 

media data transmis s ion apparatus - receiver for transmittin g operative to 
receive the data filejrom said- the at least one fi j=str$erver to said subscriber Pc, caid media 
data tr ansmission apparatus comprising a net transport and flow control signals wiilLa 
different compression scheme . 

30. (Amended) A method of receiving encoded media data file_comprising: 

selecting with a client computer a link €effespOA^ftg-relaM.to a location or 
address where the encoded media data fi]e_is stored in a memory device on one of a 
plurality of media servers; 
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establishing, i^- rosponse to as a result of the selection, a data 
communication connection over a communications network with the seleeted-one 
media servers; 

receiving over the communications network t he encoded media data file 
from said location or address o n ^ai d - selected the^rig media server; and 

decoding at least a portion of the received encoded media dat a file during the 
receiving of the encoded media data file , 

3 1 . (Amended) The method described in Claim 30 wherein said encoded media 
data file includes s teoam e d vid eo compressed audio data in ajsacket format , and wherein the 
method further comprises plavina at least a portion of the rece ived encoded media data file 
by the client computer when recei ving the media data file . 

32. (Amended^ The method described in Claim 30 wherein said encoded media 
data file includes streamed audio data in packet format. 

33. (Amended) The method described in Claim 30 wherein said server selection 
information includes data relating to the i^mfe^ bandwidth or a compression rate needed to 
transmito f media data from eaeh- at least one of said media servers. 

35. (Amended) The method described in Claim 30 further comprising: 
receiving the encoded media data file with a receiver. 

transmitting an address related to a location of said receiver to the selected 
media server. 

36. (Amended XThe method as described in Claim 30 further comprising 
indicating the location where media data file is stored on one of the media 
servers using an input device, 

37. (Amended) The method described in Claim 31 further comprising 
regulating the media data file being received from the selected media se rver 
using TCP/IP protocol, 

3 8 . (Amended) A computer readable medium having instructions in a single 
media plavcr application w hen executed by a processor comprise: 
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indicating a link selection 




-related to a location where encoded 



media data is stored in a memory on one of a plurality of media servers; 

establishing, in response to the link selection, a data communication 
connection yja a communications link w ith the solcotcd one media server; 

receiving the encoded media data from said location on said sol e ot e d -ofle 
media server; and 

decoding the received encoded media data. 

39. (Amended) The computer readable medium described in Claim 38 wherein 



40, (Amended) The computer readable medium described in Claim 38 where in 
said media data includes audio data, and wherein the instruc tions in the media olaver 
application when executed bv a processor further comprise de coding and playing at least a 
portion of the audio data in the encoded media data during the receipt thereof 

41 . (Amended) The computer readable medium described in Claim 38 wherein 
said encoded media data has a compression rate, and wherein server selection information 
includes data relating to the [ quality] compression rate of the media data from each of said 
media servers. 

43 . (Amended) The computer readable medium described in Claim 38 further 
comprising" transmitting an address representing r elated to a location of a media receiving 
system that receives the encoded media data to the selected media server. 

44. (Amended) The computer readable medium as described in Claim 38 further 
comprising indicating the location related to where media data is stored on one of the media 
servers in response to a signal from an input device. 

Please add Claims 46 - 48 as follows: 



paid media data includes streamed video data. 



13 



Received from < 206 > at 12/6/02 7:45:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



I 

Sant by: RealNetworks Legal 206 ; 1 2 /Q6/dy7 :46PM ; jetFax #301 ;Paae 14/15 



46, <Newl The media receiver as recited in claim I wherein the media data is 
encoded using compression. 

47, flSlcw) The client device as recited in claim 29 further compris ing an audio 
driver operative to olav the data file while the data file is being received from the at least one 
server. 

48, ( New) The method as recited iti claim 38 where in the encoded media data is 
encoded using audio and/or video compression. 
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